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in rainy London. Choosing the optimal flooring was critical. The 
floor, an essential feature for a sports venue, is the foundation for 
all activities. Turf wasn’t an option because synthetic grass doesn’t 
work for basketball, netball or roller sports. A wood surface was out 
of the question due to water damage and warping. Most synthetic 
floors are glued in place and water would cause delamination 
resulting in bubbles and other inconsistencies. 

 What’s left? They opted for a Sport Court surface, “which is 
not glued down and not damaged by water,” says Andrew Gettig, 
Vice President, Connor Sport Court International based in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. This high-tech floor, made of specially blended materials, 
is cushioned enough for soccer, but tough enough for roller sports 
and basketball. A blend of engineered polymers provides strength, 
stability and flexibility for the competitive athlete or weekend warrior. 
The “give” in the flooring is kind on the joints, reducing knee, shin, 
lower back and ankle strain.  
 Another plus is portability. Modular 12 inch squares lock 
together to form the playing surface. These squares can be easily 
picked up or replaced if needed (due to the wet conditions, or if 
work needs to be done on the sub-base.) The perfect solution for 
T47’s moisture issues. And within hours, the floor can be removed 
for parties and events.  
 “The Sports Court surface fit within the budget, supported a 
wide range of uses, and has minimal ongoing maintenance costs,” 
says Kevin Burns, T47’s Managing Director.  
 As T47’s website touts, “The surface is approved by all major 
sporting bodies for playing amateur and professional sport at anything 
up to Olympic level.”  
 Little did they know that, because of the flooring surface, 

Located in the abandoned tunneLs at London 
Bridge station, T47, London’s hottest new sports venue, opened in 
2009. The idea was to create an urban sports center, 40 feet below 
the tracks, under one of the oldest rail terminals in the world. But 
what started out as a venue for English sports such 5-a-side football, 
street hockey and high fives netball has expanded to activities never 
envisioned in the original plan. 
 In less than one year, T47 has been hired out for handball, 
archery, white collar boxing, Tai Chi, rugby and roller sports. Add 
to the list: corporate parties, corporate team building events and 
weddings. It even boasts an enormous inflatable castle for parties. 
And don’t forget table tennis - during lunch hour, workers from 
surrounding office buildings squeeze in a quick game to let off steam.  
 T47 embraces its venerable history. Situated in London Bridge 
station’s recently deserted Tunnel 47, it’s a melding of old and new; 
t’s edgy and hip.  
 The London Bridge cultural quarter is an up-and-coming area 
next to the heart of London’s financial district. The London Bridge 
station is the fourth busiest rail terminal in London, serving over 
54 million people a year. This station is part of the world’s biggest 
viaduct, carrying rail lines out to southeast England. The vaults 
beneath the station were once warehouses, used to store wine, 

coal and machinery. Abandoned for many years, T47’s three 
spacious Victorian arches, measuring 20 feet high and 35 feet 
wide, have been transformed. Although painted and spruced up, the 
venue maintains its industrial look with the arched brickwork and 
ventilation ducts. Trains rumble overhead as they pass.  
 The biggest challenge? Water. Rain seeps through from the 
railroad tracks above and drips down the walls. A pesky problem 

From industrial Wasteland 
to London’s new 
team sport hot spot
T47 embraces the venerable history of Tunnel 47                    By Debbie Leaman

Little did they know that, because of  
the flooring surface, T47 would become 

London’s biggest and most popular skating 
venue. Roller disco has taken off at T47. 
Skating Heaven, a local organization, 

provides skate coaches, dance instructors, 
DJ’s and first aid. On Friday and Saturday 

nights the space transforms into three 
massive skating rinks where skaters of all 
levels rock under the flashing strobe lights.
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T47 would become London’s biggest and most popular skating 
venue. Roller disco has taken off at T47. Skating Heaven, a local 
organization, provides skate coaches, dance instructors, DJ’s and 
first aid. On Friday and Saturday nights the space transforms into 
three massive skating rinks where skaters of all levels rock under 
the flashing strobe lights. The three arched tunnels separate skating 
prowess, from beginner to advanced, allowing skaters to “do 
their thing” according to ability. Fully qualified instructors staff the 
beginner room providing tips to fledgling skaters. Other offerings 
include: Sunday family sessions, theme skate nights and skate safe 
roller school, plus skate ball, roller basketball, roller hockey, and 
roller aerobics.  
 The biggest surprise? Dodgeball. Various dodgeball leagues 
rent space for weekly practices. Monthly tournaments draw crowds 
upwards of 150 where everyone dresses up in 1980’s style garb.  
 “T47 is rapidly becoming a real hub of the community,” 
says Donald Campbell of Team London Bridge, an organization 
dedicated to the maintenance, culture, safety and sustainability 
of the burgeoning district, an area comprised of three hundred 
businesses. It’s a success story of urban adaptation and renewal. 
“Employees from our large corporate businesses, such as Ernst & 
Young and PricewaterhouseCoopers, rub shoulders, literally on the 
basketball court, with workers from the hospital and City Hall,” says 
Campbell. “While there are plenty of gyms and fitness clubs, we 
have been lacking a sports facility that allows friends and colleagues 

to play and practice team sports.”  
 T47 is run by Top Corner, the brain child of Kevin Burns. In 
1996, Burns founded the company to organize recreational and 
competitive soccer tournaments. Five years ago, Top Corner 
included netball (a top English women’s team sport, similar to 
basketball) to its roster.  
 Burns says T47 came his way via “a happy accident.” Developers 
had their eye on the Victorian arches under London Bridge rail station; 
the indoor open spaces were the ideal size for England’s 5-a-side 
soccer, netball, and other sports. Burns was approached to manage 
“sports pitch” rentals and organize league competitions. But when the 
developers backed out, Burns took over the lease.  

 T47 is the first venue Top Corner has 
owned. “Our centre is unique in London,” 
says Burns. “There are lots of soccer 
centres, but they tend to be very ‘laddish’ 
places that many people might not be 
comfortable to go to, particularly women. 
We’ve deliberately aimed to have lots of 
different activities going on, which creates a 
more interesting and vibrant atmosphere.” 
 The unique architecture of the 
massive arches provides a temperate 
weather-proof indoor sports environment 
for all activities; it stays cool in the 
summer. T47 is comprised of three inter-
connecting vaults, a total area of 19,000 square feet; a space which 
can accommodate up to 1,000 guests. It offers changing areas, 
shower facilities and a licensed bar.  
 “T47 joins a theatre, artists’ studios and number of bars and 
clubs in the Victorian railway arches that run through our area. It’s 
fantastic to see these atmospheric spaces utilized in this way for 
the community to enjoy,” says Campbell. “By nature, the arches’ 
structure and design can pose a challenge in terms of use, but Top 
Corner and their suppliers have transformed three long tunnels into 

high quality, flexible areas suitable for 
most sports or functions.”  
    There is little doubt that T47 is well 
situated in the historic London Bridge 
area, a global hub for industry and 
tourism. Just along the road, The Shard 
of Glass, a 306 meter high glass spire, 
is under construction. With its completion 
in 2012, “the historic structures will be 
juxtaposed with the tallest, and one of 
the most iconic buildings in Europe,” 
adds Campbell. “T47 will be the nearest 
multi-sport facility to the many thousands 
of people who will visit and work there.” 

 The creative use of abandoned industrial property in a city 
short on open spaces has paid off. T47 is a thriving recreational 
community. “While we get Olympic fencers coming in to train, T47’s 
also about leisure sports and play,” says Burns. “There are very few 
recreational sports facilities in central London, so demand has been 
huge. Our peak evening hours were full from day one.”   fm

Debbie Leaman is based in Salt Lake City, Utah. Contact her at debbieleaman@
gmail.com.
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